
insights into the life, material 
culture, and even the food of 

the frontier.”  
 
The Blue Mounds Area 
Historical Society is honored 
to be part of this book and is 
looking forward to hosting a 
book signing and program by 
Professor Birmingham this 
summer. Be sure to watch 
our summer newsletter, the 
Mount Horeb Mail, and our 
web page at 
www.bluemoundshistoricalso
ciety.com for program 
information on program 
dates. Updates will also be 
posted on our facebook page 
for Blue Mounds AREA 

Historical Society.  
 
Professor Birmingham's book 
will be available in July and 
can be ordered at 
www.wisconsinhistory.org/

The Blue Mounds Area 
Historical Society is proud to 
announce the publication of 
Professor Robert A. 
Birmingham's newest book:  
“ Life, Death and Archaeology 
at Fort Blue Mounds: A Settlers 
Fortification of the Black Hawk 
War”.  The Blue Mounds 
Area Historical Society will 
be featured in the closing 
chapters of the book as it 
culminates with the 
refurbishing and rededication 
of the marker at the fort by 

the historical society in 2010. 
 
The text below is from the 
Spring 2012  Wisconsin 
Historical Society Press 

catalog:  
“Life, Death and Archaeology 
at Fort Blue Mounds is an 
archaeological detective 
story illuminating the lives of 
the white settlers in the 

lead-mining region during the 
tragic events of the 
historically important conflict 
known as the Black Hawk 

War.  
Focusing on the strategically 
located Fort Blue Mounds in 
southwestern Wisconsin, 
Robert A. Birmingham 
summarizes the 1832 conflict 
and details the history of the 
fort, which played an 
important role not only in 
U.S. Military and militia 
operations but also in the 
lives of the white settlers 
who sought refuge there. 
Birmingham then transports 
us to the site decades later, 
when he and fellow 
archaeologists and dedicated 
volunteers began their 
search for the fort. The 
artifacts they unearthed 
provide fascinating---and 
sometimes surprising---

We Are Proud to Announce......      by Cindy Downs   

SAVE THE DATE: 2012 STEP INTO THE PAST RENDEZVOUS  

Be sure to join us on 
Saturday, October 6th for a 
day filled with living history, 
demonstrations, hands-on 
activities, and fun for all ages 
as our ever popular “Step 
Into the Past” Rendezvous  
returns for its 7th  year.  The 
annual event will be open to 
the public from 10 am to 4 

pm in the group campsite 
area at Brigham County 
Park, located at 3601 County 
Road F, north of the village 
of Blue Mounds. The 
backdrop of the colorful 
maple canopy, the smell of 
the woodsmoke from the 
campfires, the variety of 
lodges, and the activites for 

all will make for a 
memorable day! We hope to 

see you then!  
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2012 marks the centennial 
year of the village 
incorporation and the Blue 
Mounds Chamber, Blue 
Mounds Area Historical 
Society, and Blue Mounds 
Advancement Society are 
partnering to host several 
events to mark the 

occasion.  
 
When researching 
information for the first 
community potluck, held in 

late February, Village 
President Alan Downs 
uncovered the original 
handwritten formal request 
for incorporation and the 
roll of voters to ratify the 
incorporation from July 29th, 
1912. A copy is in our 
archives. ( It is our hope to 

restore the original book.)  
In addition to the summer 
Fort Blue Mounds book 
signing program by 
Professor Robert 
Birmingham, the archives of 

Gunnar Johansen, world 
renowned musician and 
composer, will host 
scheduled tours, a historical 
themed Festival of the 
Mounds parade will be held 
in September, village history 
book and several social 
events are being planned. 
Watch our summer 
newsletter for more 
information, or check our 
web page! You may also 
contact Cindy at 608-561-

1832.  

historical society and those 
whom have made either 
monetary, artifact or in-kind 
donations, and  local 
government officials. Our past 
newsletters have been 
archived on our web page at: 
www.bluemoundshistoricals
ociety.com   We hope that 
you will continue your 
membership so that you may 
get our current newsletters 
and keep updated on our 

In the past, we have retained 
past members on the list for 
up to two years with the hopes 
that they would renew their 
memberships. The rising costs 
of production and postage 
mean that we can no longer 
keep those that let their 
memberships lapse on the 
mailing list. We will continue 
to send newsletters ( 4 times 
per year) to our members, 
WCLH affiliates, friends of our 

society happenings and events. 
Thank you for your 
understanding. This will help to 
reduce our costs and enable 
us to spend our funds on 
managing our collection and 

furthering our projects.  

Village Centennial Events    

Newsletter Changes 

Members for 2011 

Pat and Wing Maclean 
Elmo Peterson 
Brian and Shelley Lichte, Nicole 
*Mark Nortman 
Mary Walsh 
Greg and Monica Reeve 
Mr and Mrs Bob Gerber 
Joyce Fahrni Ferrell 
*Midwestern Bio-Ag 
Jack and Eleanore Frame 
Carrie Portz and Chris Boehm 

Family 
David and Bonnie Downs 
Sharon and Lyle Fahrni 

Donna Bigler-ELCA 
Miss Betty Smith 
Lynn Halle Najem 
Gary and Connie Jo Zwettler 
Don and Joan Schneeberger 
 
We hope you will take a moment 
to renew your membership for 
2012 if you haven't yet done so 
and encourage others who are 
interested in Blue Mounds area 
history to join.We are so 

appreciative of your support!  
 

Blue Mounds Area 
Historical Society 
would like to recognize 
and thank all of our 
2011 Members for their 

support:  
*denotes lifetime member or 

corporate sponsor 
Cindy and Alan Downs, 
       Ciara, Kira and Cassidy 
Melvin and Alice Kjorle 
Beverly and Fred Schwerske 
Tim and Patty Fannon 

“We are so 

appreciative of 

all of our 

members, 

donors and 

benefactors.” 

Cindy Downs 
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The book that contains 
the original request for 

incorporation as a village.  



 

In September of 2011, I had 
the pleasure of meeting with 
Dennis Ryan who, along with 
his wife Shelly and son Kably, 
live at 2969 Mounds View 
Road in the village of Blue 
Mounds. As I walked around 
the exterior of  the house, I 
was taken by some of the 
unique architectual features 
which include an Mansard roof 
style and a large welcoming 
front porch that faces 

southwest.  
Dennis and Shelly welcomed 
me inside, and Dennis was 
gracious enough to share what 
he had discovered when 
researching his unique 

property.  

 

Research by Property Owner Yields Rich History    by Cindy Downs       

 
The house was built in 1884 by Eratous “EH” Wilder.  Wilder was a builder by trade or profession but notably, he served in 
the Civil War and was involved in the Battle of Cedar Creek under General Sheridan.* As Dennis and I toured the lower 
levels of the house and the exterior, he pointed out a date which was embedded in the original foundation, “ 8/6/1884”. This 
date was corroborated by an article in the August 8th, 1884 edition of the “Blue Mounds Weekly”---a newspaper that covered 

the Blue Mounds Township area: “ E.H. Wilder completed a fine house which is an ornament to the village.” 
 
Ole Torhoug purchased the home in 1887 and lived in it for 43 years (until 1930). He was buried in the “old cemetery”, 

which was just up the hill from the Wilder house location.  
 
The 1930's found the home occupied by the Collin/ Komplein Family. Melvin Collins was the brother of Naomi Komplein and 
lived there during the same time period. Dennis remarked that Wayne Wayne Collins came back to the house in 1996 at 

aged 73 to visit and tour the Ryan's home.  
 
The next homeowners were Otto and Pearl Schaller, whom bought the house in 1955 and lived there for 15 years. Otto and 
Pearl were the grandparents of Dennis Ryan. Dennis had great memories of the times spent visiting his  grandparents in the 
house. Otto Shaller was born in 1901 in Barneveld. Pearl was born in 1906, the daughter of August Kably.  Pearl passed away 

in 1995.  
Dennis stated that there were numerous owners from 1970-1987, until at which time, he and Shelly purchased the home. 
Dennis stated that they spent the first four to five years of owning his grandparent's former house removing all the drop 
cielings that had been installed and restoring the house to the correct period. There is a bay window which was installed in 
the 1930's, but much of the original feel of the house has been restored. (Dennis and Shelly named their son Kably in 
deference to Dennis' grandmother Pearl's maiden name, Pearl Kably.) Shelly also pointed out a dining area light fixture that 

was from an ancestral home on her side of the family.  
 
Shelly remarked that after Dennis had been researching the property at the Wisconsin State Historical Society headquarters 
for awhile, people began assuming that he worked there! It was well worth his time, for what he uncovered is a rich history 
with ties to the Civil War. I would like to thank Dennis and Shelly for sharing their home and it's history with the Blue 

Mounds Area Historical Society.  
*information from Wisconsin State Historical Society archival research 

“ Dennis spent 

so much time at 

the State 

Historical 

Society archives 

that after 

awhile people 

assumed he 

worked there.” 

Shelly Ryan 

 



The Historical Society Needs You! -President’s Message 
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In this very busy time in our society as a whole, we know that many of you have 
commitments, BUT the historical society can not exist without the help of our 
members, donors and friends. We need help to be able to do all that we do, from 
newsletters, to archiving, to establishing long range plans to balancing our accounts 
and developing our budget, we need our members to help. We have areas that could 
be a one time couple of hours commitment, like volunteering at the Step Into the Past 
Rendezvous or helping to host a centennial event or more regular positions to help. 
In order to keep thriving as a historical society we need your help. Below is a 

complete list of areas we could use assitance with: 
 
4 QUARTERLY Board of Directors: help develop a long range plan, approve 
acession items. Commitment: 2 year term, about 1-1/2 hours per quarter . Need not 

be a member to be on the BOD...just a desire to be a part of the community.  
Newsletter production: Take prewritten materials and provided photos and 
format  newsletter. Upload to printer, prep for mailing and maintain mailing list. 

Quarterly.  
Archival Assistant: Assist our archivist..organize, number and catalog as needed.  
Treasuer: ( 2 year term) Balance checkbook and savings books, pay any expenses, 
and provide a quarterly statement to the board and assist president or vice-president 

in preparing annual report. 
 
We also need volunteers to scan documents so that we may have a digital record  
and archive as well. Other opportunites for volunteering will be at the Festival of the 

Mounds in September as well as the rendezvous in October.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering, please call Cindy at 608-561-1832, Brian at 437-

1435, or email us at bluehistory1912@gmail.com 
 
Thank you for keeping our society vital and strong!                     
Cindy  

In early 1900’s costume at the 
Americana Antique and Car 

Show in Cross Plains, 9/2011. 



Blue Mounds Area Historical Society 
Member survey 2012 

Our society is growing, but to continue to offer programs and have an active role in preserving history 
of the Blue Mounds Area we need our members' help. 

Please take a moment to complete the following survey and return with your 2012 membership dues. 
 
The following areas are of interest to me and/or I would be able to help with: 
____fund raising                                              ____booths at special events 
____archivist/assistant                                    ____displays 
_____special programs                                    ____Fort Blue Mound                                         
_____newsletter preparation (quarterly)           ____building/land acquisition 
_____display                                                   ____board member at large 
_____computer work                                       ____treasurer                         
_____grant application                                   _____oral histories/business history 
_____photography                                          _____web page maintenance 
_____graphic design                                       _____publicity 
_____costuming 
 

I feel the society could best fit my needs as a member by: 
 
An idea that I have for programming is: 
 
*I am available to help ___weekly ____monthly ___as needed 
 
Would you prefer to receive your newsletter as a paper copy, or electronically if possible? ________ 
 
NAME:_______________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 
PHONE:______________________________________________________________ 
EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Please renew my membership for 2012! Enclosed is a check for : 

____Family membership $15 _______Individual Membership $10    _____Junior Member $5 
____Life Member $250   ____Corporate/Business Sponsorship $500 _____Contributing $50 
_________Fort Blue Mound Project   _____Archival Materials 
____Land/Building Acquisition 
Please return to: Cindy Downs, President and acting treasurer  2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI   53517  Please return to: Cindy Downs, President and acting treasurer  2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI   53517  Please return to: Cindy Downs, President and acting treasurer  2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI   53517  Please return to: Cindy Downs, President and acting treasurer  2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI   53517      
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Phone:608-561-1832 
web page: 

www.bluemoundshistoricalsociet
y.com 
E-mail: 

bluehistory1912@gmail.com 

BLUE MOUNDS 

AREA HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

 

We are on facebook too!  

 

To protect, preserve, interpret, and increase the public 
awareness of the natural, social, and architectural history 

of the Blue Mounds Area.” 
Blue Mounds Area Historical Society Goals 

 
Work cooperatively with the State Historical Society, Dane County Parks 

and the Nature Conservancy toward the end goal of  developing the 
surrounding land into prairie parkland, determining a permanent legal 
access  and establishing an interpretive display along walking trails at 
Fort Blue Mound. 

Raise funds to erect a historic marker for Pokerville 
Preserve area history through oral histories and the preservation of artifacts 

including present day history.  
Provide educational public programming through presentations, workshops 

and displays. 
Develop a strong relationship with the community 
 Strong fund raising to provide for the continuance of the historical society. 
 
We thank you for your support.  


