
mingham which included vis-

ual images from the archaeo-

logical excavation and con-

cluded with a book signing and 

ice cream social.  

We would like to thank Carrie 

Portz, director of Barneveld 

Public Library, the village of 

Barneveld/Town of Brigham, 

Kristin Gilpatrick of Wisconsin 

Historical Society Press, and 

Pluma Cool and Pat Maclean 

for all they did to bring this 

successful day to fruition.  

The historical society is work-

ing to obtain copies of his 

book for resale. If you are in-

terested in purchasing a copy, 

please contact Cindy at 608-

561-1832 or email bluehis-

tory1912@gmail.com Copies 

will be $15 plus any postage.  

In October , the historical soci-

ety was honored to be one of 

the first to host a book signing  

of the much-anticipated “Life, 

Death, and Archaeology at Fort 

Blue Mound: A Settler’s Fortifi-

cation During the Black Hawk 

War”. The book features not 

only the history of the fort it-

self, but shows some of the 

interesting artifacts uncovered 

during the excavations at the 

fort site and culminates with 

the rededication ceremony 

held in 2010 to celebrate the 

refurbishing of the original 

historical marker at the fort 

site, which BMAHS was instru-

mental in completing.  

The event was extremely well 

attended and a cooperative 

effort between the historical 

society, the Barneveld Public 

Library, and Wisconsin Histori-

cal Society Press.   

The day began with an infor-

mative and highly interesting 

presentation by Professor Bir-

We are extremely grateful for 

the archival donations re-

ceived this year: 

Pluma Cool ( 2012 Blue 

Mounds Postcards), Gordon 

Helmeid (World War II scrap-

book ), Blue Mounds Police 

Department (2012 patch), 

Town of Barry-Cross Plains 

Historical Society (clippings), 

Bonnie Downs (Brigham Farm 

Kitchen Postcard), Larry Meier 

(digital image of Wendell Arne-

son painting), Doris Hefty 

(news clipping of Blue Mounds 

pageant), Jean Lampman 

Jones ( C47 metal bracelet, 

mortgage documents from 

Dodge and Farrell families), 

Lyle Fahrni (Thomas J. Pine 

racetrack photo, ca 1900), 

Cindy and Alan Downs( photos 

from WI State Parks 100th 

Year celebration at Blue 

Mounds Sate Park(, Karen 

Bishop (play, float photos).  

Professor, author, and retired state chief 

archaeologist Robert A Birmingham had 

the rapt attention of the audience at  the 

October 21st book signing and program. 

The program marked the launch of his 

book "Life, Death and Archaeology at 

Fort Blue Mound: A Settlers Fortification 

During the Black Hawk War". 
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Richard Hodgson and 

Jane Wright Hodgson 

were married June 17, 

1820. Twelve children 

were born. Their second 

child, George, died in 

infancy.  Family records 

can be found in Holy 

Trinity Church in Barm-

ston, England.   

Times were hard in 

Great Britain during the 

1840s so that when the 

news of the discovery of 

lead in Iowa County Wis-

consin was heard, many 

interested Englishmen 

including the Hodgsons 

decided to come to this area. 

Richard was strongly in favor 

of the American idea and so 

they decided to find a home in 

the United States.  

The two eldest sons, John and 

William, emigrated first in the 

early spring of 1845. A letter is 

preserved which tells of their 

trip to Canada through the 

Great Lakes to Milwaukee, then 

on to BLUE MOUNDS by 

team.  They spent some time at 

the EBENEZER BRIGHAM 

HOTEL. They then walked 

from Blue Mounds along the 

Blue Ridge in Iowa County in a 

Northwest direction toward the 

Wisconsin River. This 

was in early June 1845.  

They followed the ridge 

until they came to a fer-

tile valley which is the 

lowest eastern branch of 

Mill Creek Valley in 

what is now the Town of 

Arena, WI.  A vast tract 

of land was staked out 

and claims paid at Min-

eral Point (then the 

county seat and the loca-

tion of the government 

land office). Town of 

Arena, WI 

 

Gunnar Johansen estate and 

archivist of his collection, a 

program in August at the 

Blue Mound State Park 

amphitheater, a historical 

walking tour during the 

Festival of the Mounds 

weekend, the rendezvous, 

This year was a  busy one 

for our historical society as 

we celebrated the centen-

nial of our village incorpo-

ration in 1912 with several 

events. Highlights included 

a program by Mr. James 

Colias, caretaker of the 

AND the Fort Blue Mounds 

book signing event in Octo-

ber. It was a wonderful year 

and a great way to celebrate 

our village!  

Special thanks to Mr. 

Colias, Al Swain, Brian 

Lichte, Pluma Cool, Alan 

Downs and Robert Bir-

mingham! 

 

            Hodgson Family History as related to Blue Mounds 
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This tract of land was 

to be known as Pleas-

ant Valley and be-

longed largely to the 

Hodgson family. It was 

very scenic. The sons 

built a primitive cabin 

near a spring at the top 

of a hill with an unusu-

ally high precipitous 

rocks at the top. These 

became the homestead 

of Richard and Jane 

Hodgson, whom left 

England on September 

16, 1845 on the sailing 

ship “Hotinger”.  
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Richard Hodgson's natu-

ralization papers show 

that he became a citizen 

of the United States on 

April 9, 1852.  

 

This image is 

courtesy of Lyle 

Fahrni. Thomas 

was readying to 

race on the 

track at what is 

now known at 

Blue Mounds 

State Park., ca 

1900s.  



 

candy cannon for the kids. 

Demonstrations included 

beading, spinning, a period 

blacksmith and others.  

Our event could not be a suc-

cess without our wonderful 

buckskinners, and our volun-

teers. This year, we were fortu-

nate to have volunteer musi-

cians as well as several high 

school students who helped 

with the children’s games and 

the entry booth. We would like 

to extend a special thank you 

to Meg Ipsen and Jim and 

Tammy Goldsmith for all they 

do to help us organize and 

grow the event into the suc-

cess it has become!  

We hope you will all join us for 

our 2013  event in early Octo-

ber. 

Saturday, October 5th was 

chilly but it was an incredible 

day as we had record atten-

dance at our 8th annual Step 

Into the Past Rendezvous 

event at Brigham County Park. 

Hot apple cider and corn bread 

helped keep everyone warm 

and set the tone for the day 

which included old fashioned 

fiddle music, the ‘hawk throw, 

old fashioned games and a 

S t e p  I n t o  t h e  P a s t  R e n d e z v o u s   
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“Attendance at this 

years’ event 
surpassed all of our 
prior years. It was 

great to see so many 
families immersing 

themselves in 
history!” 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

It is that time again! Time to renew your membership for the upcoming year! If you have a red dot by your name on the 

address label on the back of this newsletter, it means that you need to renew soon! We appreciate all of our members and 

supporters, but rely on donations and membership dues such as yours to keep us vital and active in the preservation of 

our area history.  

Please send your membership dues to the address on the back of this newsletter. Membership categories are as fol-

lows: 

Junior member (under 18 years old) $5 

Individual or senior household $10 
Family Membership $15 

Contributing Member $50 

Life Member $250  
Thank you for your continued support of Blue Mounds Area Historical Society! 
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Phone: 608-561-1832 

E-mail: bluehistory1912@gmail.com 

Webpage: 

www.bluemoundshistoricalsociety.com 

ABOUT US: ABOUT US: ABOUT US: ABOUT US: Blue Mounds 

Area Historical Society is a volunteer 

organization dedicated to preserving and 

increasing awareness about Blue Mounds 

area history. You do not need to be a resi-

dent of the village to be a member. We have 

been affiliated with the Wisconsin State His-

torical Society since 2005,  and are a 501c 

non-profit organization. All donations are 

documented and cataloged to be preserved 

and shared with area residents. We value all 

of our members and volunteers are greatly 

appreciated. We meet the third Monday of 

the month, except June and July, at 7 PM at 

the West Blue Mounds Lutheran Church. You 

are welcome to attend meetings at any time! 

B L U E  M O U N D S  A R E A  

H I S T O R I C A L  

S O C I E T Y  

Blue  Mounds Area Historical Society Mission Statement: 

 

 

“ To protect, preserve, interpret, and increase the public awareness of the natural, social, and 

architectural history of the Blue Mounds Area.” 

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK: 

AS BLUE MOUNDS AREA 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

BMAHS 
c/o C. Downs 

2915 Dolomite Springs Circle 
Blue Mounds, WI   53517-9697 


