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Blue Mounds Area Historical Society  

Board of Directors: 

President Cindy Downs 

  608-437-4688 

  cdowns@mhtc.net 

Vice-President Brian Lichte 

  608-437-1435 

  bslichte@mhtc.net 

Secretary Pat McClean 

Treasurer open 

Curator  Carrie Portz 

  608-437-6161 

      portzaroni@yahoo.com 

 

Have a question?  Want to get involved?  

Contact us! 

Our meetings are open to the public:  

3rd Mon of the month @ 7pm   

West Blue Mounds Lutheran Church  

(except June and July) 

Membership Levels—please indicate selection: 

 Junior $5 ___    Individual $10 ___   Household $15 ___   Contributing $50 ___   

 Sustaining $100 ___   Lifetime $250 ___   Corporate/Business $500 ___  

Please mail form and dues/gift to: Cindy Downs, President BMAHS 2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI 53517 

 

Financial Contribution—please indicate how you would like your gift applied:  

 Programming  ___ Society Display/Storage Space _____ As needed _____ 
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The 11th WI Infantry Regiment, with 10 men from Blue Mounds, was organized at Camp Randall on October 16, 1861.  This unit spent their 

first four months in St. Louis patrolling and guarding railroads.  They then took part in expeditions and guard duty in Southern Missouri and Arkan-

sas during the winter of 1862-63.  Next, they took part in the maneuvers, battles, and siege of Vicksburg.  The 11th also took part in operations in 

Louisiana, Texas, and Alabama before being mustered out on September 4, 1865.  Events at Old Town Landings, Arkansas were not kind to the men 

from Blue Mounds as Charles Anderson died of disease and Theophilus Cross died of wounds there. 

 The 12th WI Infantry Regiment, organized at Camp Randall on November 1, 1862, was home to a dozen local boys.  Blue Mound’s men led 

the unit with James E. Davidson, Sylvester Erickson, and Ole Urnes serving as Sergeants and Charles Skinner as a Corporal. The following men reen-

listed after completing their original tour of duty: Gottleib Beiswanger, William Berkin, Noah Harmony, Cornelius Hart, John Henkle and John 

Rein.  Of the veterans, John Henkle was wounded and taken prisoner at Atlanta and died in a rebel prison, and William Krug was killed in action at 

Chattanooga.  Otis Reid and Henry Rich died at Ft. Riley, Kansas of disease. The unit first went on active duty at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas until May, 

182.  They then became part of the Army of Tennessee and took part in the battles at Vicksburg, Atlanta, and Sherman’s March through Georgia.  It is 

claimed that the 12th Regiment marched 3,838 miles, traveled by railroad 2,506 miles and by steamboat for 3,159 miles, for a total of 9,503 

miles.  They also took part in the Grand Review at Washington, D.C. before disbanding on August 9, 1865 at Madison. 

Other men from Blue Mounds gave their lives as follows: Fritz Daginhardt burned to death at Camp Randall, brothers Knud and Lars 

Dokken, and Christian Ruste died of disease at Mississippi Island #10, Ole Lewison was killed in action at Carrion Crow Bayou, Louisiana, Tusten Ole-

son died at Youngs Point, Louisiana of disease, and Theodore F. Woods died of disease at Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

The rest of the Blue Mound men served in various units as shown by the listing of soldiers following this article.  After the war, many re-

turned to Blue Mounds and lived successful and much more tranquil lives.  Others, like many Americans, moved on to places both far and near.  Sev-

eral of the returned men joined the local chapter of The Grand Army of the Republic, the Union veteran’s association.  In Mount Horeb, Ren Dixon Post 

# 105 was named for First Lieutenant Lorenzo A. Dixon, of Blue Mounds, who died from wounds received in the fighting at Independence MO, in 

1864. 

SOURCES 

RWV-1  Roster of Wisconsin Volunteers in the War of Rebellion 1861-1865, Volume One: List of Regiments from 1st Regiment Cavalry to 15th 

Regiment Infantry  

RWV-2  Volume Two: List of Regiments from 16th Regiment Infantry to Unassigned Men. 

WC.  Wisconsin Civil War Census 1885, 1895, and 1905 

 NCW.  Norwegians in the Civil War, Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum 

POSTER RESTORATION  COMPLETE 
 

The poster shown here being presented to Village of 

Blue Mounds Trustee, Pluma Cool, was restored and 

framed as part of a cooperative effort between the 

Village and the BMAHS.  The original poster (c. 

1950) was hanging by a thumb tack in the village 

hall.  Time, acids in the paper, and light exposure had 

stained and degraded the paper. The historical society 

had Conserve Lab in Madison clean, de-acidify, pa-

per-fill, and frame the poster. The restored poster was 

presented to the Village of Blue Mounds by Cindy 

Downs, BMAHS President, and will again hang in 

the village hall. The original artist renderings of the 

poster are part of BMAHS’s archives.  



To protect, preserve, interpret, and increase the public awareness of the 
natural, social, and architectural history of the Blue Mounds Area. 
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THE CIVIL WAR AND BLUE MOUNDS 

By John Helmenstine 

Join our Meetings! 

 
We  meet the 3rd Monday of 

each month (except June & 

July) at 7 pm at the West Blue 

Mounds Lutheran Church.  

All interested members and 

non-members are  

welcome to attend!  

 

We look forward to seeing you! 

            The Civil War was an important event in American History and the lives of the 775,000 Wisconsin 

residents in 1860.  As proof of its importance, over 80,000 Wisconsin men became soldiers and more than 

11,000 gave their lives for their country. 

          Although they resided far from slavery and events leading to the firing on Fort Sumter, residents of 

Blue Mounds became deeply involved in the war.  Over 110 men from the Town of Blue Mounds volunteered 

to serve in the Union Army; nineteen gave their lives due to disease or wounds, at least seven were wounded 

severely enough to be mentioned in official records, and at least two men were taken prisoner by the rebels. 

The collective experience of Blue Mound’s men was as varied and wide as the war itself.  They 

volunteered for both the cavalry and infantry and served in places far from home.  A small number of men 

never left the state, and served at Camp Randall and other training camps.  All experienced the boredom of 

guard duty, the arduous effort of marching, the anticipation of action, and the chaos of battle.   

Eleven Blue Mound’s men served in the 3rd WI Cavalry Regiment organized at Camp Barstow, Ja-

nesville on January 31, 1862.  On the way to their assignment in St. Louis, a railroad accident took the lives 

of 12 men, but none were from Blue Mounds.  Detachments of this unit were almost constantly on the move 

and were involved in some 40 battles in Missouri, Arkansas, and Kansas against Confederate forces.  This unit 

also fought in Montana at Cherokee Nation on May 25, 1863 and again on October 11, 1863.  George B. Balch, 

James Carroll, Edward P. McGill, and James H. Noble, all of Blue Mounds, earned roles as sergeants in the 3rd 

WI Cavalry.  Lorenzo A. Dixon of Blue Mounds rose through the ranks to become a 1st Lieutenant and died from 

wounds at Independence, Missouri.   

Ten Blue Mound’s men served in the 3rd WI Infantry Regiment, organized at Fond du Lac on June 

29th, 1861 and in the first year served mainly in the upper Potomac and Shenandoah Valley.  Oliver A. Hegg of 

Blue Mounds provided leadership, first as a Sergeant and then as a 1st Lieutenant.  In 1862 and 1863, this unit 

took part in the battles at 2nd Bull Run, Antietam, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg.  They were then sent to NY 

City to help quell draft riots.  In September 1863, they joined the Army of the Cumberland and took part in 

the Battle for Atlanta and Sherman’s March through Georgia.  At the Battle of Dallas in Georgia, five Blue 

Mound’s men were wounded.  However, Benjamin Cumley, Joseph Land, Jackson land, Artis McBride and 

David Scott all survived to the end of the war and the unit was mustered out July 23, 1865. 

     Continued page 5      
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES IN 2011 
 

Quarterly Advisory Board: Provide guidance on fund raising, grant applications, budgeting, 

and acceptance of archival items into our collection. 4 meetings/year 

 

Programs: Work to develop and arrange programs twice a year. Assist with the planning of our 

annual Rendezvous, or developing creative and fresh programs each spring. 2-3 meetings/year 

 

Public Relations/Advertising: Interested in graphic design and working with the media? Help 

us submit articles, photos, and press releases to area newspapers, TV, and radio stations; send 

updates to our webpage coordinator, make and distribute event posters, and post events to appro-

priate web outlets.  Ongoing/as needed  

 

Share Your History: We continue to collect oral histories from people with ties to the area to 

add to the understanding of our local history.  If you are willing to share stories about growing 

up, living, or working in the Blue Mounds area please contact us at 516-1832.  1-2 hours  

 

Sewing: make basic costumes for our members and volunteers to wear at our annual Rendez-

vous. 

 

Oral History Conversion Project: Listen to our oral history collection while converting them 

to CD at the Barneveld Public Library this winter. All training provided! Call Carrie Portz at the 

Barneveld Public Library at 924-3711 to set up an appointment. 

 

 

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES: 
 

Old COTTON bed sheets to cover large items. 

Donations for our building/history room fund. Please designate your check in the memo line if 

that is the preferred use of your donation. 

Donations to help purchase preservation and conservation supplies.  

Donations to support additional projects at the Fort Blue Mounds site.  

 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the Blue Mounds Historical Society at 516-1832 

or bluehistory1912@gmail.com.  Donations may be sent to Blue Mounds Area Historical Society c/

o Cindy Downs, President, 2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds WI 53517 

B l u e  M o u n d s  A r e a  
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 RENDEZVOUS 

JUDGED A SUCCESS! 
 

 The Blue Mounds Area Historical Society hosted 

its most successful “Step Into the Past” Rendezvous to 

date at Brigham County Park the first weekend in October, 

2010.  The backdrop of the changing leaves and cooler 

temperatures, combined with a blacksmith demonstration 

and fiddle music by local musicians, helped to draw over 

150 people from all over Southern Wisconsin to our event.  

 On behalf of the Blue Mounds Area Historical 

Society, we would like to offer our sincerest thanks and 

appreciation to the following: Fiddlers LeeAnn & Julie, 

Robert Bergman from Postville Blacksmith of Blanchard-

ville, Pat Maclean, Meg Ipsen, Dane County Parks Ranger 

Brian Berkan, Harold Norslein for firewood, Marietta Gribb 

for costuming, as well as volunteers Carrie Portz, Brian, 

Shelley & Nicole Lichte, and the Downs family.  We also 

would like to extend our thanks to Peter Downs for the 

homemade hawk throw signs and all the Rendezvous par-

ticipants and attendees.  Our utmost appreciation goes to 

the Mount Horeb Community Foundation for the grant 

which enabled us to add the blacksmith and fiddlers this 

year.  

 We are in the process of planning our event for 

2011.  More details will be coming in our May newsletter.  

Cheryl Aschliman  

Cindy & Alan Downs Family 

Jane Frame  

Janet Gray 

Meg Ipsen 

Bob & Deb Kabler Family 

Shelley & Brian Lichte Family 

Pat & Wing Maclean Family 

Harold Norslein 

Carrie Portz & Chris Boehm Family 

Riene Straubhaar 

Jesse Straubhaar 

West Blue Mounds Lutheran WELCA 

 

Thank You Donors & Volunteers! 
 

We would like to thank the following donors and volunteers for their time, support, 

and dedication this past year: 
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BMAHS New Web Page 
 

Find us at: 

www.bluemoundshistoricalsociety.com   

 

Bookmark our site and check back of-

ten for events, volunteer opportunities, 

fundraising campaigns, collection up-

dates, and membership renewal.  

 

We are also on Facebook 

as Blue Mounds Area 

Historical Society. 
 

We had an incredibly exciting 2010 and are looking forward to what 

2011 will bring.  This past year we achieved our goal of refurbishing 

the marker at the Fort Blue Mound site and hosted a very successful 

rededication program.  We also had the largest turn out of visitors yet 

at our Step Into the Past Rendezvous. We launched a new webpage, 

and continued to document our area history.  

 

2011 will bring us the honor and excitement of being featured in the 

final chapter of Professor Robert Birmingham's new book, Life, Death, and Archaeology at Fort Blue 

Mounds: A Settler's Fortification of the Black Hawk War (Wisconsin Historical Society Press), which 

is due out in the Spring of 2011. We will be hosting a program and book signing with Professor Bir-

mingham upon the book's release. Keep watching our web page and newsletters for details.  

 

We are incredibly thankful for all of our volunteers and supporters, and are appreciative of the support 

we received in 2011. We hope many of you will be able to make our meetings, held the third Monday 

of the month (August through May), or be able to support us in other ways.  

 

Wishing you a wonderful 2011,  

 

Cindy  

Historical Society  

Requests 
 

We are looking for information or arti-

facts  to add to our collection about 

local schools and businesses (past and 

present).   

 

If  you have something you would like 

to donate, please contact Carrie Portz 

at 437-6161 or Cindy Downs at 437-

4688.  All items are cataloged and 

stored for future display. 


