
Sunday, June 10th began a series 
of events to mark the centennial 
of the Village of Blue Mounds' 
incorporation in 1912. The 
innaugural event was an 
afternoon of tours, 
presentations and music hosted 
by Mr. James Colias, caretaker 
of the Gunnar Johansen 
Charitable Trust and teaching 
assistant and student of the first 
ever Artist in Residence at any 
institution in America, at the 
Johansen Archives Center in 
Blue Mounds . Many were in 
attendence at the reservation-
only one day event, including 
former students –one that came 

as from as far away as Denmark. 
 
Danish born Johansen was a 
world enowned composer and 
pianist, having recorded over 
140 albums, some of which 
were on his own Artist Direct 
label. Johansen originally lived in 
the Bay Area of Northern 
California, but came to 
Wisconsin to begin a strong 

relationship with UW Madison. 
Gunnar and his wife, Lorraine, 
lived northwest of the village of 
Blue Mounds in a cottage in the 
woods that formerly housed a 
UW professor, and underwent 
additions led by a Frank Lloyd 
Wright architect and associate. 
Johansen lived in Blue Mounds 
from approximately 1946 until 
his passing in 1991. Among his 
well-known friends was fellow 

musician Victor Borge. 
 
Blue Mounds Area Historical 
Society is grateful to James for 
his most fascinating presentation 
and a glimpse at the intriguing 
mind and creative genius of 

Gunnar Johansen. 
 

Gunnar Johansen Tours Help Celebrate Village Centennial  

Festival of the Mounds to Have Historic Theme 
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“ To protect, preserve, interpret, and increase the public awareness of the 

natural, social, and architectural history of the Blue Mounds Area.” 

Special points of 

interest: 

• Gunnar Johansen Archival 

Tour 

• Rendezvous 2012 to be 

held October 6 

• Festival of the Mounds to 
feature historic theme 

parade and walking tour 

• Upcoming Book Signing 

with Bob Birmingham 

• Historic Sites Coupon 
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Top: James Colias plays an original composition on 
Johansen’s rare double keyboard piano. Bottom: 
Gunnar Johansen playing at his studio in Blue 
Mounds.  

Please mark your calendar for the September 15th–16th Festival of the Mounds 2012. In honor of the 
village centennial, the 11 AM  Sunday parade will feature a historic theme to celebrate our heritage. 
Scheduled to appear is professor, author, and retired state archaeologist Robert A. Birmingham. 
Professor Birmingham was heavily involved in the archaeological excavations and mappings at the Fort 
Blue Mound site and has documented the role that the fort played in the Black Hawk War. His book, Life, 
Death, and Archaeology at Fort Blue Mounds: A Settler's Fortification of the Black Hawk War went to press this 

summer and is available from Wisconsin Historical Society Press. 
 
A historic walking tour, led by Brian Lichte in period costume, will take place on Saturday, September 
15th at 2:00 PM, departing from the festival grounds. There is no charge for the tour; however, any 

donations are greatly appreciated. 



 

2012 Blue Mounds Postcards: 
Pluma Cool and the Blue 
Mounds Chamber of 

Commerce 
 
World War II Scrapbook 
compiled by Selma Helmeid—

Gordon Helmeid 
 
2012 Blue Mounds Police 
Department Patch—Blue 

Mounds Police Department 
 
Newsclippings—Town of 
Berry-Cross Plains Historical 

Society 
 

Lance Dodge Mortgage, 
Chattel Mortgage dated 1903, 
1907; Farrell document dated 
ca.1864, and a bracelet made 
from the fuselage metal of the 
C 47 that crashed on Blue 

Mound—Jean Lampman Jones 
 
Digital Images—Cathy 
Lampman Hawkins and Lora 

Lee 

We continue to be incredibly 
thankful for all archival dona-
tions and those who support us 
financially, as well as those who 
donate their time and materials 

to benefit the historical society.  
 
If you are interested in donat-
ing something to our archives, 
please contact Cindy Downs at 
608-561-1832 (the historical 
society dedicated number) or 

Brian Lichte at 437-1435. 

History Travels.... 
Brian and Cindy will be taking 
the show on the road, so to 
speak (well actually just up the 
road apiece) as we present an 
overview of Blue Mounds 
history on Friday August 31st 
at the Blue Mound State Park 
Amphitheater at 7:30 PM. 
There will be a display of some 
of our recent acquisitions as 
well. Please come out and 
enjoy a beautiful evening in one 
of our state's most picturesque 

parks. 

Recent Acquisitions: 

On the Road Again 

Fort Blue Mounds Book Signing and Presentation Soon 

exciting and informative 
program. Those of you who 
have heard Bob’s previous 
presentations for us know what 
an engaging and informative 
speaker he is. If you have 
questions regarding the 
program, please call Cindy at 
561-1832 or check our 
webpage at 
www.bluemoundshistoricalsoci
ety.com. Information will also 
be published in the Mount 
Horeb Mail and on our 

Facebook page.  We hope to 
confirm a date with Professor 
Birmingham in the near future 
and will publish details as soon 

as possible.  

 
Professor, author and retired 
state archaeologist Robert A. 
Birmingham will present his 
newly published book Life, 
Death, and Archaeology at Fort 
Blue Mounds: A Settlers 
Fortification of the Black Hawk 
War in September. Books will 
be available for purchase and 
Bob will be signing copies 
following his program. We 
hope many of you and others 
in the area will join us for this 
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The original observation 
tower at Blue Mound Park. 
(left) and the tower as it 

appears today.  

Professor Bob 
Birmingham at 
the Fort Blue 
Mounds marker 
rededication on 

May 22, 2010. 



Terry Kruger of Mauston, during his blacksmith demonstrations at 

the 2011 Step Into the Past event.  

Mark Your 
Calendar: 

October 6th 

 
Be sure to mark this event in 
red on your calendar! It is the 
day of our 7th Annual STEP 
INTO THE PAST 
RENDEZVOUS at Brigham 
County Park, which is located 
at 3601 Cty. F just north of the 

village of Blue Mounds. 
 
From 10 AM–4 PM that day, 
you will be transported back in 

time as you walk through this 
fur trade era encampment. As 
you make your way through 
the lodges and tipis you may 
see such things as a period 
weapons display, weaving, 
spinning, antique beads, fire 
starting with flint and steel, and 
much more. There will be old-
fashioned childrens' games and 

period music as well. 
 
We hope to see you then! 
 

Rendezvous 2012: Step Into the Past Marks 7th Year 

Original Petition to Incorporate Found 

President Message 

Winnebago for high place with 
a wonderful view. We continue 
to celebrate our history with 
events such as the Step Into 
the Past Rendezvous, tours 
such as the one recently hosted 
at the Gunnar Johansen Ar-
chives Center, and the upcom-
ing book signing with Bob Bir-
mingham while at the same 
time chronicling our past and 
documenting the present. This 
could not be done without the 
support of many people. The 
historical society is in need of 

volunteers to keep the mo-
mentum started in 2005 going 
forward. We can use help on a 
board of directors, with our 
events, scanning documents, 
grant writing, newsletter writ-
ing, and assisting with oral his-
tories. Our list of needs and 
projects continues to grow. 
Please consider helping out any 
way that you can and volun-

teering.  

—-Cindy 

This is an exciting year for the 
village of Blue Mounds as we 
celebrate the centennial of its 
incorporation in 1912. Even 
though we formally became a 
village in 1912, our history goes 
much further back , to the days 
of Pokerville and Ebenezer 
Brigham, of Fort Blue Mound 
and Henry Dodge, and lead 
mining. Our past is filled with a 
rich heritage and rooted in a 
hard working class of immi-
grants and others who made 
their way to Weehaukaja—

President Cindy 

Downs 
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Assistant village clerk Donna Skogen 
and village president Alan Downs re-
cently located the book containing the 
original petition to incorporate as a 
village in 1912, as well as the original 
incorporation papers, complete with 
signatures. A very exciting find indeed. 

Copies are located in our archives.  



Mailing address:  
2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, 

Blue Mounds ,WI 53517 
 

Phone: 608-561-1832 
E-mail: 

bluehistory1912@gmail.com 
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Fiind us on the web at : 

www.bluemoundshistoricalsociety. 

com 

Our society is growing, but to continue to offer programs and have an active role 
in preserving history of the Blue Mounds Area we need our members' help. 

Please take a moment to complete the following survey and return with your 
2012 membership dues. 
 
The following areas are of interest to me and/or I would be able to help with: 
____fund raising                                              ____booths at special events 
____archivist/assistant                                    ____displays 
_____special programs                                    ____Fort Blue Mound                                         
_____newsletter preparation (quarterly)           ____building/land acquisition 
_____display                                                   ____board member at large 
_____computer work                                       ____treasurer                         
_____grant application                                   _____oral histories/business history 
_____photography                                          _____web page maintenance 
_____graphic design                                       _____publicity 
_____costuming 
 
I feel the society could best fit my needs as a member by: 
 
An idea that I have for programming is: 
 
*I am available to help ___weekly ____monthly ___as needed 
 
Would you prefer to receive your newsletter as a paper copy, 
 or electronically if possible? ________ 
 
NAME:_______________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 
PHONE:______________________________________________________________ 
EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Please renew my membership for 2012! Enclosed is a check for : 

____Family membership $15 _______Individual Membership $10    _____Jr Member $5 
____Life Member $250   ____Corporate/Business Sponsor $500 _____Contributing $50 
____Fort Blue Mound Project   _____Archival Materials 
____Land/Building Acquisition 
    
Please return to: Cindy Downs, President and acting Treasurer Please return to: Cindy Downs, President and acting Treasurer Please return to: Cindy Downs, President and acting Treasurer Please return to: Cindy Downs, President and acting Treasurer     
2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI   53517 2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI   53517 2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI   53517 2915 Dolomite Springs Circle, Blue Mounds, WI   53517     


